
Mäpuru
TRIP INFORMATION
“It was at the beginning of time that the creating ancestors walked over the

country, putting the groups of Yolŋu peoples in place, creating our lands,
languages, ancestral songs, ceremonies, and sacred law.” - 

YINGIYA, CHARLES DARWIN UNIVERSITY, LECTURER IN YOLŊU STUDIES
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IT INERARY

Days Women’s only Mixed Trip

1
Meet in Darwin at 8am, drive to

Arnhem land
Meet in Darwin at 8am, drive to

Arnhem land

2
Arrive in Mäpuru in the

afternoon. Set up camp. 
Arrive in Mäpuru in the afternoon. Set

up camp. 

3 Cultural exchange begins Cultural exchange begins 

4-7 Cultural exchange Cultural exchange 

8 Cultural exchange Cultural Exchange ends

9 Cultural exchange Leave Mäpuru. Camp out for the night 

10 Cultural exchange ends
Arrive back in Darwin late afternoon.

Clean up 

11
Leave Mäpuru. Camp out for the

night 

12
Arrive back in Darwin late

afternoon. Clean up 

T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h i s  b o o k l e t  i s  a i m e d  a t  p r e p a r i n g  y o u  a s  m u c h  a s
p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t r i p  t o  A r n h e m  L a n d .  P l e a s e  r e a d  i t  c a r e f u l l y .  H o w e v e r ,
p l e a s e  t r y  t o  n u r t u r e  a  s e n s e  o f  o p e n n e s s  a n d  f l e x i b i l i t y  a b o u t  t h i s  t r i p
a s  p l a n s  c a n  c h a n g e  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  a n d  l i f e  a t  M ä p u r u  v e r y  m u c h
f l o w s  f r o m  m o m e n t  t o  m o m e n t .
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BACKGROUND

T h e  A r n h e m  W e a v e r s  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  2 0 0 3  b y  t w o  e l d e r s  w i t h  t h e
p u r p o s e  o f  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  p r o m o t i n g  e c o n o m i c
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  c u l t u r a l  e x c h a n g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  B a l a n d a  ( n o n - I n d i g e n o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s ) .

T h e  i n i t i a t i v e  w a s  s p u r r e d  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  w e a v i n g  w o r k s h o p s  a m o n g
w o m e n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n s p i r i n g  m e n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p a r a l l e l  p r o g r a m .
F r o m  2 0 1 1  o n w a r d s ,  m e n  h a v e  b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e s i d e  o n  t h e  l a n d  t o
l e a r n  b u s h  s u r v i v a l  s k i l l s .

T h e  M ä p u r u  c o m m u n i t y  v i e w s  t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a s  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,
f o s t e r i n g  n o t  o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b u t  a l s o  f i n a n c i a l
a u t o n o m y  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  B y  w e l c o m i n g
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  p a r t a k e  i n  c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o n  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  l a n d s ,
t h e y  a i m  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  a n d  s e c u r e  a  f u t u r e  d e v o i d  o f
d e p e n d e n c e  o n  w e l f a r e  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  e n t h u s i a s m  i s  p a l p a b l e  e a c h  t i m e  v i s i t o r s  a r r i v e ,  a s  t h e y
a p p r e c i a t e  e n c o u n t e r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  e x h i b i t  r e s p e c t  a n d  a  s i n c e r e
c u r i o s i t y  t o  e n g a g e ,  e x c h a n g e ,  a n d  c o e x i s t  h a r m o n i o u s l y  w i t h  t h e m .

4
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THE  PHILOSOPHY
F o r  d e c a d e s ,  w h i t e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  l i n g u i s t s ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  r e s e a r c h e r s
h a v e  e x t e n s i v e l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  Y o l ŋ u  p e o p l e .  C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  g o v e r n m e n t s
a n d  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  h a v e  f o r m u l a t e d  p o l i c i e s  a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d
p r o g r a m s  w i t h o u t  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  Y o l ŋ u  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e s e  a c t i o n s
h a v e  h a d  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g ,  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  a n d  d i g n i t y  o f
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e y  a i m  t o  a s s i s t .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  m o v e  a w a y  f r o m
p e r c e i v i n g  a n y  g r o u p  a s  i n h e r e n t l y  l a c k i n g  a n d  p e r p e t u a l l y  r e l i a n t  o n
e x t e r n a l  a s s i s t a n c e .

T h e  A r n h e m  W e a v e r s  e x e m p l i f y  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  a p p r o a c h ,  s h o w c a s i n g
h o w  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  c a n  h o n o u r  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  c u s t o m s .  T h i s  m o d e l
e m p h a s i s e s  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t ,  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  Y o l ŋ u  w o m e n  a n d  m e n ,
a s  i n t e g r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  y e t  c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  d y n a m i c ,  a n d
f o r w a r d - t h i n k i n g  c u l t u r e ,  p o s s e s s  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  o f f e r
W e s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s ,  j u s t  a s  W e s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  h a v e  i n s i g h t s  t o  s h a r e  w i t h
t h e m .
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The following information is sourced from the Arnhem Weavers website at
https://www.arnhemweavers.com.au/.

These workshops cater to women (and occasionally men) interested in the
Yolŋu culture with a focus on textiles. The workshop leaders impart knowledge
and skills that have been passed down for millennia, preserving the traditional
practices. Participants will engage in activities such as gathering barks,
pandanus, and various plants, learning how to prepare fibres for dyeing,
spinning, and weaving.

It is anticipated that workshop attendees are enthusiastic about immersing
themselves in Yolŋu culture and eager to acquire the traditional skills taught by
these women. While English is not their primary language, these adept linguists
are fluent in up to twenty Yolŋu languages. Moreover, participants may have the
opportunity to join hunting expeditions, gathering mud crabs, shellfish, fish,
game, and vegetables that are staples in Mäpuru residents' diet.

WEAVING
WORKSHOPS

6

THIS IS AN EXPERIENCE OF A LIFE

TIME! THE WEAVING WAS

AMAZING, BUT THE CULTURAL

EXPERIENCES WERE JUST AS

REWARDING. MY SPIRIT HAS BEEN

REJUVENATED. TRUDI, 2023

http://www.arnhemweavers.com.au/tours-info.htm.


Since 2003, when Mäpuru welcomed its first visitors, many individuals have
returned annually, transforming the experience from mere observation to a
profound spiritual and personally enriching journey. These enduring and
respectful connections have significantly impacted the lives of the women
involved. Both Nature’s Philosophy and CERES prioritise workshop placements
for returning visitors to Mäpuru.

The workshop was originally led by two elderly women who spent their lives on
their ancestral lands, crafting textiles daily for personal use, ceremonies, and
trade. These skilled sisters travelled extensively across Australia, sharing their
expertise through workshops in galleries and museums. Their mastery lay in
utilising a range of locally available materials for weaving, including pandanus
leaves, roots, bark for spinning, and a variety of natural sources for dyeing fibres
before weaving. Their daughter, granddaughters and other elders now lead the
workshops.

7

I  REALLY APPRECIATED STEPPING OUT OF "MODERN WESTERN" LIFE,

LEAVING ALL THE GADGETS BEHIND, AND BEING ON COUNTRY. BEING

AMONGST PEOPLE THAT LIVE IN THE KINSHIP SYSTEM WHERE

RELATIONSHIPS ARE CLEAR, AND WHERE COUNTRY HAS BEEN SUNG

FOR MILLENIA - WORDS DO NOT DESCRIBE THE DEEP IMPACT OF BEING

AMONGST THOSE THAT KNOW HOW TO LIVE IN RIGHT RELATIONSHIP

WITH ALL LIFE. I  AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR THAT EXPERIENCE AND

CONTINUE TO FEEL IT RIPPLING THROUGH THE CELLS OF MY BODY.

MOGGIE, 2023



L e d  b y  I n d i g e n o u s  Y o l ŋ u  m e n ,  t h e s e  r e m a r k a b l e  j o u r n e y s  o f f e r  a
u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f o r g e  a  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  w h i l e
i m m e r s i n g  o n e s e l f  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r i c h n e s s  o f  ' m e n ' s  b u s i n e s s ' ,
d r e a m t i m e ,  c e r e m o n y ,  a n d  k i n s h i p .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  Y o l ŋ u  e l d e r s  g e n e r o u s l y  i m p a r t  t h e i r
e x p e r t i s e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s ,  a n d  p r o f o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a  l i f e s t y l e
d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  a n  a n c i e n t  a n d  a w e - i n s p i r i n g  l a n d s c a p e .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a  r a r e  c h a n c e  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r
c u l t u r a l  a w a r e n e s s  b y  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g i n g  i n  t h e  d a i l y  r i t u a l s  i n h e r e n t  i n
l i v i n g  o n  t h e  l a n d .

T h e  w o r k s h o p ' s  f r a m e w o r k  i n v o l v e s  a n  i n i t i a l  p h a s e  d e d i c a t e d  t o
a c q u a i n t i n g  o n e s e l f  w i t h  t h e  Y o l ŋ u  m e n ,  c r a f t i n g  s p e a r s ,  a n d
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y  i n t o  t h e  b u s h .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  a  c o l l e c t i v e
d e c i s i o n  i s  m a d e  o n  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  e m p h a s i s i n g  g r o u p  c o n s e n s u s — a
p r i n c i p l e  a l i g n e d  w i t h  Y o l ŋ u  c u l t u r a l  n o r m s .

MEN L IV ING ON
COUNTRY
WORKSHOPS
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IT WAS A WONDERFUL ADVENTURE IN SO MANY WAYS –

PHYSICALLY, EMOTIONALLY, SPIRITUALLY. I  WAS OUTSIDE MY

COMFORT ZONE, AT THE EDGE OF MY EXPERIENCE,

CHALLENGED AND CONFRONTED AT TIMES AND I HAVE BEEN

REWARDED. MY AWARENESS IS DEVELOPING, MY PERSPECTIVE

HAS SHIFTED. A REALITY-BASED FRAME OF REFERENCE IS

NOW ESTABLISHED WITHIN ME. I  HAVE GROWN AS A MAN AND

FEEL MORE CONNECTED WITH MYSELF, WITH THE EARTH,

WITH MY FAMILY AND WITH THE WONDERFUL PEOPLE AT

MAPURU. WAYNE, 2017



F a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  w i n d  p a t t e r n s ,  f o o d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  b o a t  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  a n d
g r o u p  p r e f e r e n c e s  g u i d e  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  l o c a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  t h e
c o a s t ,  m a n g r o v e s ,  o r  f l o o d p l a i n s .

D a y s  a r e  s p e n t  c a m p i n g  r e m o t e l y ,  p a r t a k i n g  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  f i s h i n g ,
s h a r i n g  s t o r i e s  b y  t h e  f i r e ,  e x p l o r i n g  f l o o d p l a i n s  a n d  f o r e s t s ,  h u n t i n g ,
a n d  g a t h e r i n g .

T h e  f l e x i b l e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  e n s u r e s  e a c h  y e a r  u n f o l d s
u n i q u e l y ,  w i t h  m a n y  a d v e n t u r e s  a r i s i n g  s p o n t a n e o u s l y .  E v e r y  d e c i s i o n
i s  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  a n d  a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  b o t h  t h e  B a l a n d a  ( n o n -
I n d i g e n o u s )  a n d  Y o l ŋ u  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

B e y o n d  p e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t ,  t h e  j o u r n e y  s e r v e s  a  d u a l  p u r p o s e —
f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  h o n o u r i n g  t h e  Y o l ŋ u
h e r i t a g e .  B y  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  l o c a l  m e n  a n d  i n v o l v i n g  u p  t o  3 5  i n d i v i d u a l s
i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  e x c h a n g e ,  v i s i t o r s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r
t r a d i t i o n a l  Y o l ŋ u  s k i l l s  a n d  w i s d o m ,  i n s p i r i n g  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o
v a l u e  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e .
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L a n g u a g e
G u p a p u ŋ y u  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  
l a n g u a g e s  s p o k e n  a t  M ä p u r u .  
I t  i s  n o t  e v e r y o n e ’ s  f i r s t  l a n g u a g e ,  
b u t  t h e y  a r e  a l l  f l u e n t  i n  i t .  W e  
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  l e a r n  a  f e w  
b a s i c  w o r d s  a n d  p h r a s e s  b e f o r e  
l e a v i n g  f o r  D a r w i n .  I t  i s  a  v e r y  
r e s p e c t f u l  t h i n g  t o  d o  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
a p p r e c i a t e s  i t  a  l o t .  W e  w i l l  e m a i l  y o u  s o m e  
b a s i c  w o r d  l i s t s  b e f o r e  t h e  t r i p  l e a v e s .
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  w e a l t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  Y o l ŋ u  
l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e  o n  t h e  C D U  Y o l ŋ u  S t u d i e s  w e b s i t e :
h t t p : / / l e a r n l i n e . c d u . e d u . a u / y o l n g u s t u d i e s / ? q = y o l n g u s t u d i e s

K i n s h i p /  g u r r u t u
F a m i l y  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  l i f e  a t  M ä p u r u .  T h e r e  i s  a n
i n c r e d i b l y  i n t r i c a t e ,  d y n a m i c  a n d  d e t a i l e d  w e b  o f  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  w h i c h
w e  c a n  o n l y  b e g i n  t o  t o u c h  o n  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  i n  o u r  t i m e  t h e r e .
E v e r y t h i n g  w h e t h e r  p e r s o n ,  a n i m a l ,  t r a c t  o f  l a n d ,  c o l o u r  o r  s t y l e  o f
w e a v i n g  h a s  a  n a m e  a n d  a s  s u c h  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  

A s  B a l a n d a  g o i n g  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h o u t  a  Y o l ŋ u  s k i n  n a m e  o r
m o i e t y ,  w e  a r e  i n i t i a l l y  a  l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p l a c e  a n d  r e l a t e  t o .
B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  a s  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l s  g e t  t o  k n o w  a n d  b o n d  w i t h  y o u  t h e y
m a y  a d o p t  y o u  a n d  g i v e  y o u  a  s k i n  n a m e .  T h i s  i s  a n  h o n o r  a n d  w i l l  h e l p
y o u  t o  f e e l  h o w  y o u  f i t  i n t o  t h e  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y .  I f  t h i s  d o e s n ’ t  h a p p e n
d o n ’ t  b e  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  i t ’ s  f i n e  t o  f i t  i n  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  j u s t  a s  a
B a l a n d a  p e r s o n  a s  w e l l !
 

PRE  CULTURAL
AWARENESS
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http://learnline.cdu.edu.au/yolngustudies/?q=yolngustudies


L e a r n i n g
Y o l ŋ u  w a y  o f  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t o  w h a t  w e  B a l a n d a
a r e  b r o u g h t  u p  w i t h .  W h e r e  o u r  m o d e l  o f  l e a r n i n g  i s  b a s e d  m o r e  o n
q u e s t i o n i n g ,  t h e  e m p h a s i s  f o r  Y o l ŋ u  i s  m u c h  m o r e  o n  s i t t i n g ,  w a t c h i n g ,
l i s t e n i n g  a n d  b e i n g  s h o w n .  Q u e s t i o n s  a r e  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  a n d
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p a s s e d  o n  w h e n  t h e  t e a c h e r  f e e l s  y o u  a r e  r e a d y .  P l e a s e
b e  m i n d f u l  w h e n  w e  a r e  a t  M ä p u r u  t h a t  f o r  m a n y  o f  o u r  t e a c h e r s ,
E n g l i s h  i s  t h e i r  s i x t h  o r  s e v e n t h  l a n g u a g e  a n d  a s  s u c h  b e i n g  a s k e d  l o t s
o f  q u e s t i o n s  i n  E n g l i s h  i s  v e r y  t i r i n g .  I f  y o u  s i m p l y  s i t  a n d  w a t c h  a n d
w a i t  t o  b e  s h o w n ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  p a t i e n c e  y o u  w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  f i n d  a l l  y o u r
q u e s t i o n s  a n s w e r e d .

G i f t s
I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  M ä p u r u  c h i l d r e n  g r o w  u p  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e  Y o l ŋ u
u n i v e r s e  i s  r i c h ,  m o d e r n  a n d  s u s t a i n i n g  a n d  t h a t  t h e  Y o l ŋ u  v i e w ,  t h a t
t h e  w o r l d  a n d  a l l  e l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a r e  s a c r e d  h a s  m u c h
t o  o f f e r  t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d .  I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  v i s i t o r s  d o  n o t
b r i n g  s t o r i e s  o f  a  m u c h  r i c h e r ,  b r i g h t e r ,  g l i t z i e r  W e s t e r n  w o r l d  f o r  t h e
c h i l d r e n .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  b r i n g  g i f t s
f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s .

H o w e v e r ,  g i f t s  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  E l d e r s  a n d  t h e i r
a s p i r a t i o n s  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  r e q u e s t e d .  T h i s  c a n  c h a n g e  f r o m  o n e  y e a r  t o
t h e  n e x t  s o  p l e a s e  w a i t  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u r  f a c i l i t a t o r  b e f o r e  p u r c h a s i n g
g i f t s .  

I m a g e s  a n d  r e c o r d i n g
G e n e r a l l y  w o r k s h o p  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  n o t  t o  u s e  c a m e r a s
d u r i n g  t h e i r  t i m e  a t  M ä p u r u .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  b e c a u s e
w o r k s h o p s  o f f e r  a  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  a  c l o s e  a n d
m e a n i n g f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  M ä p u r u ,  a n d  c a m e r a s  c a n
i n v a d e  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e  a n d  u n b a l a n c e  a  d e v e l o p i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h
v i s i t o r s .
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BEING INVITED AND ACCEPTED INTO THE

COMMUNITY'S YOLŊU KINSHIP SYSTEM HAS

ENCOURAGED ME TO CONSIDER THE NATURE

OF MY RELATIONSHIPS GENERALLY AND

HOW I VALUE AND RESPECT THEM. 

PHILLIP, 2022



M ä p u r u  p e o p l e  a r e  k e e n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  m e e t  a n d  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  v i s i t o r s
t h e y  h a v e  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  T i m e  s p e n t  m e a n i n g f u l l y  s h a r i n g  i s
c a l l e d  ' g u r u l ' .  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  ' g u r u l '  t o  f l o u r i s h  i f  M ä p u r u  p e o p l e  f e e l
t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  o b s e r v e d ,  p h o t o g r a p h e d ,  r e s e a r c h e d  o r  s t u d i e d .

B y  a l l  m e a n s  b r i n g  y o u r  c a m e r a  t o  c a p t u r e  i m a g e s  o f  y o u r  t r i p ,  b u t  o n c e
w e  a r e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w e  a s k  y o u  t o  l i m i t  y o u r  c a m e r a  u s e .  T o w a r d s
t h e  e n d  o f  o u r  t i m e  a t  M ä p u r u  w e  w i l l  u s e  o n e  o r  t w o  c a m e r a s  t o  t a k e
i m a g e s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r k s h o p . W e  w i l l  s h a r e  i m a g e s  t a k e n  w i t h  a l l
p a r t i c i p a n t s .  T h e  A r n h e m  W e a v e r s  a r e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  w h e n  p h o t o
a l b u m s  a r e  c o l l a t e d  a n d  p o s t e d  b a c k  b y  w o r k s h o p  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o o .

A l l  i m a g e s  t a k e n  a r e  t o  b e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  u s e  o n l y .  N o  p u b l i c a t i o n  o r
c o m m e r c i a l  u s a g e  i s  a u t h o r i s e d  u n l e s s  w r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  g r a n t e d  b y
a l l  t h r e e :  M a r g a r e t  B a m b a l a r r a ,  R o s l y n  M a l ŋ u m b a  a n d  J u l i e a n n e  G i t j p u l u . .

A r n h e m  W e a v e r s  W e b s i t e
F i n a l l y  i f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  y e t  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  r e a d  o v e r  t h e  A r n h e m
W e a v e r s  w e b s i t e ,  n o w ' s  t h e  t i m e :  h t t p s : / / w w w . a r n h e m w e a v e r s . c o m . a u /
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IT SEEMS HARD TO FIND THE RIGHT WORDS TO TRULY

DESCRIBE THIS EXPERIENCE. THE MAGIC OF MAPURU WAS A

RICH AND INSIGHTFUL IMMERSION, HUMBLING YET POWERFUL.

IT IS SUCH A PRIVILEGE TO BE ON COUNTRY AND LIVE THE LIFE

OF THE FIRST WORLD. AS ELDER ROSLYN SAID TO US " YOU

COME FROM THAT 'OTHER' WORLD AND YOU SHOULD JUST SIT

HERE AND WEAVE, TO SLOW DOWN, CONNECT AND SEE THE

REALITY".

 MANDY, 2022



WHAT TO BRING
P l e a s e  t a k e  e s s e n t i a l s  o n l y  a s  w e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c a r r y i n g  1 0  t o  1 2  d a y s ’
w o r t h  o f  f o o d ,  e x t r a  w a t e r ,  c a r  r e p a i r  t o o l s  e t c .  M a k e  s u r e  a l l  t h i n g s  y o u
n e e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  c a m p i n g  o n  t h e  r o a d  a r e  h a n d y  i n  y o u r  p a c k .  S o f t
b a g s  a r e  b e t t e r  f o r  p a c k i n g  t h a n  h a r d  b a g s / c a s e s .

A p p r o p r i a t e  D r e s s
P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  w o m e n  i n  M ä p u r u  d r e s s  m o d e s t l y  i n  l o n g  l o o s e
s k i r t s  t h a t  c o m e  d o w n  t o  m i d - c a l f .  I t ’ s  g r e a t  t o  b r i n g  a  f e w  l o n g  s k i r t s
w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  v o l u m e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  s i t  c o m f o r t a b l y  c r o s s  l e g g e d  u n d e r .
M o d e s t y  i s  m a i n l y  f r o m  t h e  w a i s t  d o w n  s o  s i n g l e t s  o r  s h o r t  s l e e v e d  t o p s
a r e  f i n e  b u t  y o u  w i l l  a l s o  w a n t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  s u n  p r o t e c t i o n .  A r o u n d
c a m p  a n d  o n  t h e  d r i v e  i n  a n d  o u t  y o u  a r e  f r e e  t o  w e a r  l o o s e  f i t t e d  p a n t s
s h o u l d  y o u  w i s h .  
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BEING WELCOMED INTO THE YOLNU COMMUNITY

AND WEAVING ALONGSIDE THE MASTER

WEAVERS IN THE WOMEN'S SHELTER WAS A VERY

PRECIOUS AND SACRED EXPERIENCE. IT GAVE ME

A DEEP SENSE OF CONNECTION AND BELONGING

TO COUNTRY THAT I WILL CARRY WITH ME ON AN

EMBODIED LEVEL ALL MY DAYS. NATALIE, 2022



E s s e n t i a l  g e a r
S m a l l  t e n t  w i t h  f l y
S l e e p i n g  m a t
L i g h t  s l e e p i n g  b a g  o r  b l a n k e t
P e r s o n a l  c u t l e r y ,  p l a t e ,  b o w l  a n d  m u g
L o n g  s l e e v e d  s h i r t s  ( f o r  s u n  p r o t e c t i o n  –  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  m e n  w h o  a r e
o f t e n  o u t  a l l  d a y )
L o o s e  s l e e v e l e s s  t o p s  f o r  w e a r i n g  i n  t h e  w e a v i n g  s h e l t e r
L o n g  s k i r t s  w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  v o l u m e  f o r  w o m e n
S h o r t s  a n d  l i g h t  p a n t s  f o r  t h e  m e n  ( w o m e n  c a n  w e a r  l o o s e  b e l o w
k n e e  l e n g t h  p a n t s  a r o u n d  c a m p  o r  t o  p a i r  w i t h  a  t u n i c  t o p  t h a t
c o m e s  d o w n  p a s t  t h e  t h i g h s  f o r  i n  t h e  w e a v i n g  s h e l t e r ) .  
W a r m  t o p  f o r  n i g h t s  
S a n d a l s  o r  t h o n g s  t h a t  a r e  e a s y  t o  s l i p  o n
B a s i c  s n e a k e r s  o r  i n  t h e  m e n ’ s  c a s e  s t u r d y  s h o e s  f o r  t r a m p i n g
a r o u n d  t h e  b u s h ,  w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  m u d d y  m a n g r o v e s ,  g e t t i n g  w e t  e t c
P e r s o n a l  f i r s t  a i d  k i t  ( m o s t l y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i n s e c t  b i t e s ,  c u t s ,
a b r a s i o n s ,  s p l i n t e r s ,  h e a d a c h e s  a n d  m e n s t r u a l  c r a m p s ) .  W e  w i l l  a l s o
t a k e  a  f i r s t  a i d  k i t  w i t h  b a s i c  b a n d a g e s ,  b a n d  a i d s  e t c  ( h o w e v e r  w e
c a n n o t  a d m i n i s t e r  a n y  d r u g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e v e n  P a n a d o l ,  s o  y o u  w i l l
n e e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u r  o w n  s u p p l y  o f  t h e s e ) .  Y o u  m a y  l i k e  t o  c o n s i d e r
e l e c t r o l y t e s ,  b a r o c c a ,  t e a t r e e  o i l  a n d  e n s u r e  y o u  h a v e  a d e q u a t e
p r e s c r i p t i o n  m e d i c a t i o n s  -  p l e a s e  a d v i s e  u s  d i s c r e t e l y  i f  y o u  h a v e
s e r i o u s  m e d i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  o r  a r e  o n  m e d i c a t i o n s  e t c .
H e a d  t o r c h  a n d  s p a r e  b a t t e r i e s  
T o w e l  o r  s a r o n g
B o a r d  s h o r t s  a n d  t  –  s h i r t  t o  s w i m  i n  ( b a t h e r s  a n d  b i k i n i s  a r e  n o t
r e c o m m e n d e d )  
N o t e p a d  a n d  p e n  ( f o r  l e a r n i n g  l a n g u a g e )  
S o f t  d a y - p a c k  o r  b a g  f o r  w h e n  w e  a r e  a w a y  f r o m  c a m p
W a t e r  b o t t l e  
B r o a d  b r i m m e d  h a t  
S u n s c r e e n
I n s e c t  r e p e l l e n t  
T o i l e t r i e s  –  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  a n d  b i o d e g r a d a b l e  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e .  
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P l e n t y  o f  l a r g e  t a p e s t r y  n e e d l e s  w i t h  b l u n t  e n d s  ( a p p r o x  5 c m ,  a n d
t h a t  y o u  c a n  s t i c k  a  p i e c e  o f  P a n d a n a s  t h r o u g h  ( a r o u n d  t h e  s i z e  o f
w o o l ) .  A n d  p a i r  o f  p o i n t e d  s c i s s o r s  ( p u t  i n  c h e c k e d  i n  b a g g a g e ) .
T h e s e  a r e  f o r  w e a v i n g .
F i s h i n g  h o o k s  a n d  h a n d  r e e l s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  m e n  o p t i o n a l  f o r
w o m e n )
T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  y o u r  $ 1 2 0 0 / $ 1 6 0 0  p a y m e n t  f o r  t h e  w o r k s h o p  i n  a
m i x  o f  l a r g e  a n d  S M A L L  N O T E S  o n l y  p l e a s e  ( p l e n t y  o f  $ 5 ,  $ 1 0 ,  a n d
$ 2 0 ) .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  o u r  s t a y .  P l u s
e x t r a  m o n e y  f o r  p u r c h a s i n g  b a s k e t s  f r o m  t h e  w o m e n  i f  y o u  w a n t .

O p t i o n a l  i t e m s
G a r d e n  g l o v e s  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  p a n d a n a s
S m a l l  a n d  l o w  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  c a m p i n g  c h a i r  o r  a  s m a l l  p i l l o w  c o u l d  b e
u s e d  f o r  c o m f o r t  w h i l e  s i t t i n g  d o w n .
A  c a r d  t o  w r i t e  a  t h a n k  y o u  i n  o n  t h e  d a y  w e  l e a v e .  
Y o u  c a n  a l s o  b r i n g  s o m e  p h o t o s  o f  y o u r  f a m i l y  t o  s h a r e  o r  g i v e  a w a y
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  o u r  s t a y .
H a n d  s a n i t i z e r  a n d  t o i l e t  p a p e r  ( i f  y o u  w a n t  a  p r i v a t e  s t a s h  f o r  y o u
b a g ,  i f  n o t  w e  t a k e  p l e n t y ) .
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LOGIST ICS
F l i g h t s
T h e  t r i p s  l e a v e  f r o m  D a r w i n .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  n e e d  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  w a y  t o
D a r w i n .  W e  w i l l  b e  l e a v i n g  f o r  M ä p u r u  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o n  t h e  f i r s t
d a y  a n d  r e t u r n i n g  l a t e  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  l a s t .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  y o u r s e l f
p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a r r i v i n g  a n d  d e p a r t i n g  D a r w i n  a s
u n e x p e c t e d  d e l a y s  c a n  h a p p e n  o n  t h e  r o a d  i n  a n d  o u t  a n d  w e  d o n ’ t  w a n t
a n y o n e  t o  m i s s  t h e i r  f l i g h t s .  I f  p o s s i b l e  p l e a s e  t r y  t o  a r r i v e  i n  D a r w i n  a t
t h e  l a t e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  t h e  t r i p  b e g i n s  a n d  b o o k  f l i g h t s  h o m e
f o r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  t r i p  g e t s  b a c k .

M e e t i n g  u p  i n  D a r w i n
T h e  g r o u p  w i l l  m e e t  a t  8 a m  a t  D a r w i n  W a t e r  G a r d e n s  c a r  p a r k  i n  R a p i d
C r e e k .  T h i s  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 k m s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  C B D .  S e e  t h e  m a p  o n
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e .  T o  g e t  t o  W a t e r  G a r d e n s  y o u  c a n  e i t h e r  t a k e  a  t a x i  o r
b u s  f r o m  t h e  C B D .

W e  h o p e  t o  b e  p a c k e d  a n d  r e a d y  t o  g o  b y  9 . 3 0 a m .  T h e  s o o n e r  w e  l e a v e ,
t h e  m o r e  t i m e  w e  h a v e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  j o u r n e y ,  a r r i v e  a t  c a m p  a n d  c o o k / s e t
u p  i n  t h e  d a y l i g h t .

B u s
T h e  r e l e v a n t  t i m e t a b l e  f o r  t h e  D a r w i n  t o  C a s u a r i n a  b u s  t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  y o u
f r o m  t h e  C B D  t o  W a t e r  G a r d e n s  i s  i n  a p p e n d i x  1  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s
d o c u m e n t .  Y o u  c a n  f i n d  a  f u l l  t i m e t a b l e  a t :
h t t p s : / / n t . g o v . a u / _ _ d a t a / a s s e t s / p d f _ f i l e / 0 0 0 9 / 3 9 4 7 0 4 / r o u t e - 4 - d a r w i n -
t o - c a s u a r i n a - p u b l i c - b u s - t i m e t a b l e . p d f

Y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  g e t  o f f  t h e  b u s  a t  W a t e r  G a r d e n s ,  s t o p  0 9 7  o n  T o w e r
R o a d .  T h i s  i s  o n e  s t o p  a f t e r  R a p i d  C r e e k  a n d  o n e  s t o p  b e f o r e  A l a w a
C r e s c e n t  1 1 5 .  T h e  b u s  t a k e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  � ⁄ �  a n  h o u r  f r o m  t h e  C B D .
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T h e  D r i v e  i n
T h e  d r i v e  i n  i s  v e r y  l o n g ,  b u m p y  a n d  h a z a r d o u s ,  w i t h  s o m e  c r e e k
c r o s s i n g s  a n d  p o o r  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s .  F o r  e a c h  t r i p  w e  b o o k  2  t o  3  7 - 1 1
s e a t e r  4 W D  t r o o p  c a r r i e r s  w i t h  r o o f  r a c k s  a n d  t r a i l e r s .  W e  w i l l  b e
t a k i n g  t h e  d r i v e  v e r y  s l o w l y  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t e l y .  I f  y o u  a r e  p r o n e  t o
g e t t i n g  s o r e  b a c k s ,  c a r  s i c k  e t c ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w  a s  w e  c a n  r o t a t e
w h o  s i t s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  s e a t .  

T h e  d r i v e  w i l l  t a k e  u s  t w o  f u l l  d a y s .  A n d  w h i l s t  l o n g ,  i t  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r ,
t a k i n g  u s  s o u t h  f r o m  D a r w i n  t h r o u g h  K a t h e r i n e ,  t h e n  E a s t  o n t o  t h e
C e n t r a l  A r n h e m  H i g h w a y  a n d  f i n a l l y  N o r t h  o n  t h e  s m a l l  t r a c k  t o  M ä p u r u .  

W e  s p e n d  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  o n  t h e  r o a d  c a m p e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  a n
e s c a r p m e n t  w i t h  a m a z i n g  v i e w s  f o r  m i l e s  b e l o w .  T h i s  n i g h t  i s  b u s h
c a m p i n g  w i t h  n o  a m e n i t i e s .  W e ’ l l  c o o k  d i n n e r  o v e r  a  c a m p  f i r e ,  s e t t i n g
t h e  s c e n e  f o r  t h e  d a y s  t o  c o m e .

L a t e  a f t e r n o o n / e a r l y  e v e n i n g  o n  t h e  2 n d  d a y  w e  w i l l  a r r i v e  i n  M ä p u r u
a n d  b e  w a r m l y  g r e e t e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h a t  n i g h t  w e  w i l l  s e t  u p  o u r
c a m p  ( c o o k i n g  a r e a ,  t e n t s ,  c a m p  f i r e )  a n d  h a v e  a  g o o d  n i g h t ’ s  r e s t .
A c t i v i t i e s  s t a r t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .

17



L o c a t i o n  
M ä p u r u ,  A r n h e m  L a n d  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 0  k m  e a s t  o f  D a r w i n  w i t h  a
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a r o u n d  1 0 0  p e o p l e .  T h e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  a l l  Y o l ŋ u  a n d
c o n n e c t e d  a n c e s t r a l l y  t o  t h e  a r e a .  T h e  a r r o w  o n  t h e  b e l o w  m a p  s h o w s
t h e  r o u g h  l o c a t i o n  o f  M ä p u r u .

C l i m a t e
M ä p u r u  i s  i n  t h e  t r o p i c s ,  w h e r e  t h e  d a y  t i m e  t e m p e r a t u r e  i s  a r o u n d  3 0 ˚ C
a n d  n i g h t  t i m e  t e m p e r a t u r e  i s  a b o u t  2 4 ˚ C .  H o w e v e r  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r
n i g h t  t i m e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  t o  g e t  a s  l o w  a s  1 7 ˚ C  i n  J u n e  e s p e c i a l l y  o u t  o n
t h e  e s c a r p m e n t  w h e r e  w e  c a m p  w h e n  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  a n d  f r o m  M ä p u r u .  I t
w i l l  b e  t h e  d r y  s e a s o n  w h i l e  w e  a r e  t h e r e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r o x i m i t y
t o  t h e  G u l f  o f  C a r p e n t a r i a  w e  c a n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e  l i g h t
s h o w e r s .  
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F o o d  a n d  D i e t a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s
O u r  m e a l s  a r e  m a d e  t o  l a s t  a n d  n u r t u r e .  W e  t a k e  l o t s  o f  t r a v e l  p r o o f
f r e s h  f r u i t  a n d  v e g g i e s  l i k e :  s p u d s ,  p u m p k i n s ,  c a r r o t s ,  w a t e r m e l o n s ,
o r a n g e s ,  a p p l e s  e t c  a n d  t r y  t o  m i n i m i z e  p a c k a g i n g  a s  t h e r e  i s  n o
r u b b i s h  d i s p o s a l  a t  M ä p u r u .  

W e  c o o k  v e r y  b a s i c  v e g e t a r i a n  l e g u m e  b a s e d  m e a l s  o v e r  t h e  o p e n  f i r e
g e n e r a l l y  w i t h  a  g r a i n  s u c h  a s  r i c e ,  q u i n o a  o r  p a s t a  a n d  l o t s  o f  v e g g i e s .
B r e a k f a s t s  a n d  l u n c h e s  a r e  s i m p l e  e . g .  f r e s h  f r u i t ,  m u e s l i ,  p o w d e r e d
m i l k ,  s a l a d  w r a p s  e t c .  S n a c k s  a r e  f r e s h  f r u i t .  A l l  m e a l s  a r e  v e g e t a r i a n ,
s o  p l e a s e  b r i n g  t i n n e d  m e a t s  i f  y o u  f e e l  y o u ’  n e e d  b i t  e x t r a  o f
s o m e t h i n g  o r  n u t s  a n d  s n a c k s  i f  y o u  n e e d  s o m e t h i n g  b e t w e e n  m e a l s .

P l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  d i e t a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o r  f o o d - r e l a t e d
a l l e r g i e s .  L i s t s  o f  f o o d s  y o u  c a n ’ t  e a t  
 w o u l d  b e  v e r y  u s e f u l  a n d  w e  w i l l  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  y o u  i n
o u r  m e n u  p l a n n i n g  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e .  

A c c o m m o d a t i o n  
T h e  M ä p u r u  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  b u i l t  u s  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a r k  s h e l t e r  f o r  s h a d e
a n d  t o  s e t  u p  o u r  o u t d o o r  k i t c h e n  a r e a  u n d e r .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  n e e d  t o
b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  s m a l l  t e n t  a n d  s l e e p i n g  g e a r  t o  s l e e p  i n .  W e  r e c o m m e n d
b r i n g i n g  a  t e n t  w i t h  a  f l y  a s  t h e r e  c a n  b e  l i g h t  s h o w e r s  e v e n  i n  t h e  d r y
s e a s o n .  
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F a c i l i t i e s
T h e r e  i s  a c c e s s  t o  a  c l e a n  ‘ l o n g - d r o p ’  t o i l e t ,  a n d  c o l d  s h o w e r .  T h e r e  a r e
a l s o  a  c o u p l e  o f  b e a u t i f u l  s w i m m i n g  h o l e s  t h a t  a r e  g r e a t  f o r  c o o l i n g  o f f
i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

S a f e t y  a n d  H y g i e n e  
W e  c a n ’ t  e m p h a s i s  e n o u g h  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l  h y g i e n e  d u r i n g
t h e  t r i p .  T h e  b i g g e s t  h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s  a r e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o l d s  w h i c h
c a n  o f t e n  b e  p a s s e d  o n  f r o m  t h e  k i d s  o r  g a s t r o  i f  h y g i e n e  s t a n d a r d s
d r o p  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p .  M a k e  s u r e  y o u  h a v e  s o m e  t h i n g s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r
t h i s  i n  y o u r  f i r s t  a i d  k i t s .  W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  b i g  b o t t l e  o f  h a n d  s a n i t i z e r
b u t  r e c o m m e n d  y o u  b r i n g  y o u r  o w n  t o  h a v e  h a n d y .  A l s o ,  h a v e  y o u r  f i r s t
a i d  k i t  w e l l  e q u i p p e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i n s e c t  b i t e s ,  a l l e r g i e s ,  m i n o r  g a s t r i c
i s s u e s  a n d  i n f e c t i o n s .
W a s h i n g  u p  m u s t  a l w a y s  b e  d o n e  w i t h  h o t  w a t e r .  
P e o p l e  a l s o  n e e d  t o  b e  w a r y  o f  b u f f a l o s .  I f  y o u  s e e  o n e  y o u r  b e s t  o p t i o n
i s  t o  s t e e r  w e l l  c l e a r  o f  t h e m .  

I n s u r a n c e
A s  a  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  w e  r e q u i r e  y o u  t o  o b t a i n  t r a v e l e r ’ s  i n s u r a n c e  a n d
a m b u l a n c e  c o v e r .  T h e  l a t t e r  w i l l  c o v e r  y o u  i n  c a s e  o f  a n  e m e r g e n c y
e v a c u a t i o n .  A s  w e  w i l l  b e  v i s i t i n g  a  r e m o t e  a r e a ,  t h i s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
e n s u r e  e v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  c a r e  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a
u n f o r e s e e n  i l l n e s s / i n j u r y .  
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T r a v e l l i n g  i n  a  g r o u p
U p  t o  1 7  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  o n  e a c h  t r i p .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  i t  i s
i m p o r t a n t  w e  a r e  m i n d f u l  o f  e v e r y o n e  e l s e ’ s  n e e d s  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  o w n .  

T h i s  t r i p  r e l i e s  o n  u s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  g r o u p .  T h i n g s  r u n  s m o o t h l y
w h e n  e v e r y o n e  c o n t r i b u t e s  a n d  h e l p s  o u t .  W e  w i l l  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a
c o o k i n g  a n d  c l e a n i n g  r o s t e r .  T h e r e  a r e  r e c i p e s  t o  f o l l o w  f o r  a l l  t h e
e v e n i n g  m e a l s .  

Y o u  w i l l  a l s o  n e e d  t o  b e  m i n d f u l  o f  y o u r  o w n  r e s i l i e n c e  d e a l i n g  w i t h
d i s c o m f o r t  ( e s p e c i a l l y  o n  t h e  d r i v e  o u t  t o  M ä p u r u )  a n d  a  l a c k  o f
p e r s o n a l  s p a c e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e  a w a r e  o f  y o u r  o w n  n e e d s  a n d
d e v e l o p  p e r s o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s .  

M o n e y
T h e r e  a r e  n o  A T M  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  M ä p u r u ,  s o  y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  o r g a n i s e  y o u r
f i n a l  $ 1 2 0 0 / $ 1 6 0 0  p a y m e n t  t o  b r i n g  i n  c a s h  b e f o r e  w e  d e p a r t .  P l e a s e
b r i n g  p l e n t y  o f  $ 5 ,  $ 1 0  a n d  $ 2 0  n o t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  s o m e  $ 5 0 s  s o  t h a t  i t  i s
e a s y  t o  d i v i d e  u p  a m o n g s t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  Y o u  m a y  a l s o  w a n t  t o  b u y  a
b a s k e t  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  t a l e n t e d  w o m e n  o r  b u y  d y e d  P a n d a n u s
t o  t a k e  h o m e  t o  c o n t i n u e  w e a v i n g  w i t h .  T h e  c h e a p e s t  s m a l l  b a t h i
( b a s k e t s )  c o s t  a b o u t  $ 8 0 - $ 1 0 0 ,  s o  y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  b r i n g  e x t r a  c a s h  i f
y o u  t h i n k  y o u  w a n t  t o  t a k e  h o m e  a n y  b a s k e t s .  

C o n t a c t s
T h e r e  i s  n o ,  o r  v e r y  r a r e  m o b i l e  p h o n e  r e c e p t i o n  a t  M ä p u r u .  T h e r e  i s  a
p u b l i c  p h o n e  w h i c h  y o u  w i l l  n e e d  a  d i a l  u p  p h o n e  c a r d  f o r .  W e  w i l l  b e
t a k i n g  a  s a t e l l i t e  p h o n e  f o r  s a f e t y  o n  t h e  d r i v e  i n  a n d  o u t .  I n c a s e  i f  a n
e m e r g e n c y  p h o n e :  

C E R E S  i n  M e l b o u r n e  –  ( 0 3 )  9 3 8 9  0 1 0 0 /  ( 0 3 )  9 3 8 9  0 1 8 3
h t t p s : / / s c h o o l . c e r e s . o r g . a u / p r o g r a m s / m a p u r u - a r n h e m - l a n d /

R o s l y n  M a l ŋ u m b a  –  t e a c h e r  a t  M ä p u r u  S c h o o l  -  ( 0 8 )  8 9 7 0  4 9 2 5
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THE WHOLE TRIP WAS VERY WELL ORGANISED AND THE INFORMATION

PROVIDED COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MORE DETAILED.

EVERYTHING WAS COVERED AND AT NO STAGE WAS THERE A REASON TO

BE CONFUSED ABOUT WHAT WOULD / OR WAS HAPPENING.
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